
 

 

 

Attachment J 

 

SOLE SOURCE AQUIFER 

CONDITION OF APPROVAL (COA) 

 

This lease (or a portion thereof) is within Sole Source Aquifer Protection zone designated by the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  BLM’s rules and regulations outlined in 43 CFR 

§3162.4-2, §3162.5-1(a) and §3162.5-2 (d) Control of wells, Onshore Oil and Gas Orders Nos. 2 

and 7, and the Gold Book have been developed to address potential impacts to ground water 

from the drilling and completion of oil and gas wells, including the construction and use of 

reserve and production pits.  Specifically,  §3162.5-2 (d) Protection of fresh water and other 

minerals requires that the operator shall isolate freshwater-bearing and other usable water 

containing 5,000 ppm or less dissolved solids and Onshore Order No. 2 increases the 

requirement by establishing a 10,000 ppm total dissolved solids (TDS) threshold for protection 

of usable water. 

 

Concurrent with submittal of an application for a permit to drill (APD), or any proposed surface-

disturbing activity, the lessee/operator must provide the BLM Authorized Officer (AO) 

protective measures, which adequately address protection of the Sole Source Aquifer and other 

usable ground water zones. If operator proposed measures are considered insufficient to 

adequately protect the water zones, the AO will incorporate additional protective measures as 

condition(s) of approval (COAs). 

 

Geophysical logs will be required in order to determine cement integrity and subsequent 

protection/isolation of usable ground water resources.  Upon well completion, additional testing 

may be required to verify well bore integrity for protection of usable ground water resources.  

Testing results will be evaluated to determine if effective implementation of mitigation measures 

has been achieved. 

 


